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been  blessed  with  dedicated 
volunteers,"  said  Barn  A. 
Shirley,  associate  executive 
director  for  business  services  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB), 
which  owns  and  manages  the 
encampment  through  the  MBCB 
Men's  Ministry  Department. 

"Two  words  best  describe 
these  Baptist  volunteers:  stew¬ 
ardship  and  craftsmanship," 


labor;  thus  more  dollars 
are  available  to  share  the  Gospel 
of  Christ.  They  are  also  highly 
skilled  individuals*  true  crafts¬ 
men  and  craftswomen  The  qual¬ 
ity  of  their  work  is  beyond  com¬ 
pare,  and  the  significance  of 
their  input  and  involvement 
simply  cannot  be  overstated." 

The  dedication  ceremonies  also 
featured  a  keynote  address  by  Don  Gann, 
longtime  Mississippi  pastor  and  currently  a 
consultant  in  the  MBCB  Men's  Ministry 
Department  Gann  served  for  several  years 
on  the  Central  Hills  staff,  including  he 
encampments  opening  season  in  1979. 


Dan  West,  Central  Hills'  former  camp 
manager  for  21  years,  closed  the  cere¬ 
monies  with  a  dedication  prayer. 

The  $991,000  dining  hall  expansion, 
which  included  equipment  and  grounds 
costs,  is  the  capstone  of  an  improvement 
. . .  program  at  the  facility  that 


including  the  completion  and  dedication 
of  the  new  cafeteria.  This  will  expand  our 
ability  to  serve  the  churches  of  our  state/ 
said  Jim  Didlake,  MBCB  Men's  Ministry 
director.  "With  a  doubling  of  our  feeding 
capacity,  we  will  be  able  to  expand  our 
programs  for  children  and  youth  to  help 
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deteriorating  into 
rions.  Countries  on  the  watch 


USC3RF  says*  require  dose  monitoring 
violations  of  religious  freedom 

commission  has  received  reports  that 
improvements  fat  some  sectors  in 
*h  other  countries,  we  seek  to 
much  and  where  If  everything 
them  the  Cuban  gov- 
csne  a  USGRF  visit, 
bipartisan  delegation 
tubing  sign,"  USORF 
written  statement 
trictly  controls 
'aribbean  island. 
The  regime 
»nd  unreg- 
es,  USORF  has 
would  not  have  been  the 
with  a  poor  religious  liberty 
he  he  destination  of  a  USClRf 
trip.  Similar  trips  have 
|  commission  represents- 
rives  to  such  countries  as  China,  Saudi 
Arabia,  and  Vietnam.  Gacr  said. 


over  a  two-war  period  and  dou¬ 
bted  the  dining  area  available 
for  use.  Other  construction  and 
renovation  projects  that  were 
part  of  the  program  indude: 

—  renovation  and  furnish¬ 
ings  for  the  Infirmary  and 
Concession  Building,  which 
was  done  with  95%  volunteer 
labor. 

—  renovation  and  furnish¬ 
ing  for  a  new  business  office, 
which  was  also  done  with  vol¬ 
unteer  labor. 

—  extensive  decking  in  sev¬ 
eral  locations,  also  provided 
by  volunteer  labor. 

I  —  new  furnishings  for  both 
wings  erf  the  dinirg  hall. 

Other  Central  Hills  improve¬ 
ment  projects  completed  in 
recent  years  indude  a  miniature 
golf  course,  upgraded  housing, 
and  freshly-paved  roadways. 

"We  are  exrited  about  the 
improvements  at  Central  Hills, 
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*1  believe  that  God  will  continue  to  do 
great  things  through  our  efforts  to  minister 
at  CentraJHills" 

Retreat  Manager  Jim  Ray  agreed.  "1 
want  to  thank  Mississippi  Baptists  for  their 
continued  faithfulness  to  the  Great 
Conuiussior  through  Central  Hills  Retreat. 

"This  isn't  about  some  extra  square 
footage  id  meal  time;  Bus  is  about  allowing 
larger  numbers  of  young  people  to  attend 
our  summer  camps  each  week,  and  that 
equates  to  even  more  people  experiencing 
salvation  and  growing  in  Christ. 

"This  is  about  increasing  our  capacity 
for  retreats  and  conferences.  This  is  about 
doing  even  more  for  the  Kingdom." 

Central  Hills  Retreat  is  supported  by 
gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program  and  foe  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering. 

For  more  information  on  the  programs 
and  everts  offered  at  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
visit  www.mbcb.org,  and  click  on 
"Encampments"  in  the  listings  on  tire  left 
side  of  the  web  page. 

Ray  can  be  contacted  at  jray#mbcb.org 
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of  our  culture  into  the  gutter. 
To  recall  beauty  pageants  as 
sober  displays  of  integrity  J 
talent  (not  to  mention 
is  to  truly  date  oneself. 

The  just-completed  * 
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In  essence,  these  churches  are 
doii^g  what  Southern  Baptists 
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.  _ _ it  went 

something  like  this:  'Our 
Sunday  School  needs  to  be  revi¬ 
talized,  so  we're  thinking  about 
changing  the  name.  What  do 
you  mink?"  Here  is  the  essence 
of  my  response: 

•  What  you  call  it  isn’t  my 
top  priority.  As  the  program 
leader  for  Sunday  School  in  our 
denomination,  it  really  matters 
more  to  me  that  chun 
; 


Discipleship  Training  during 
the  Sunday  School  occasion.  ■ 
There's  nothing  wrong  with 
having  a  strategy  to  mature 
believers  and  equip  them  for 
ministry.  My  point  is  simply 
that  churches  need  to  under¬ 
stand  the  difference  between 
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principles  than  that  they  call 
the  ministry  Sunday  School. 

As  long  as  the  ministry  is 
built  on  a  foundational  strategy 
of  ongoing,  open,  organized, 
evangelistic  Bible  study  gspupe, 
it  is  functionally  equivalent  to 
Sunday  School  whatever  you 
call  it  By  the  way,  even  if  you 
rename  it,  it  can  be  counted  as 
Sunday  School  on  foe  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Annual 
Oturth  Profile  <ACP). 

•  There  an  two  deficiencies 
of  the  term,  Sunday  School.  It's 
not  just  on  Sunday,  and  it's  not 
a  school.  When  executed  wBli 
excellence,  Sunday  School  is 
really  a  24/7/365  rework  of 
care,  communicatioa  and  out- 
readi  that  assembles  once  a 
week  for  Bible  study 

However,  that  Bible  study 
session  is  not  all  there  is  to 
Sunday  School.  Certainly  the 


notwit 


teaching  of  God's  Word  is  foe 
foundation  of  Sunday  School 
but  foe  weekly  group  meeting 
is  foe  occmkto  tor  witnessing 
foe  fruit  of  foe  previous  week's 
work  and  launching  foe  work 
for  foe  following  week.  Soi  if 
you  have  a  better  name  that 
captures  that  dynamic,  go  for  it. 

brand* ewePtionirtk.  ^Ss^ahcrve 
notwithstandii  ng,  me  term, 
Sunday  School  enjoys  tremen¬ 
dous  brand  recognition  and 
brand  loyalty.  The  weekend 
Bible  study  ministry  in  my 
(fourth  has  not  officially  been 
called  Sunday  School  for  more 
then  a  decade,  but  what  do  peo¬ 
ple  call  their  small  group  lead¬ 
ers?  Sunday  School  teachers 
Here's  a  test  Do  you  often 
use  the  term  Sunday  School  to 
explain  whatever  it  Is  you  call 
your  Bible  study  ministry?  I 


tried  for  more  than  13  yean  to 
change  the  name  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  to  "warship  center"  in  a 
church  where  I  served.  1 
changed  foe  signs,  labeled  loca¬ 
tions  "WC"  in  the  bulletin,  etc. 

Want  to  guess  what  people 
call  it  today/  That's  right  foe 
sanctuary 

•  Sunday  morning  does  not 
make  it  Sunday  School.  The 
reverse  is  true,  as  well.  A 
wee  knight  small  group  can  bf 
functionally  equivalent  to 
Sunday  School. 

These  are  curious  days  in 
church  practice.  Some  churches 
are  confusing  the  occasion  of 
Sunday  School  typically  right 
before  or  right  after  the  prima¬ 
ry  weekend  worship  service, 
with  foe  ministry  of  Sunday 
School.  They  use  that  time  pre¬ 
dominantly  for  closed  groups 
that  are  primarily  for  believers 


labels,  Sunday  School  and 
Dfcdpfeship  Training. 

However,  most  small 
groups  are  functionally  equiv¬ 
alent  to  one  or  the  other.  It  the 
groups  are  closed  and  primar¬ 
ily  for  believers,  participation 
can  be  reported  as 
Discipleship  Training.  If  foe 
groups  are  ongoing  found* 
tionai  Bible  studies  open  to 
believers  and  nonbelievers, 
they  are  functionally  equiva¬ 
lent  to  Sunday  School  and  can 
be  reported  as  such. 


By  David  Francis,  director 
Sunday  School 
LifieWay  Christian  Resources 


_  of  us  of  a  certain,  ahem,  age 

recall  beauty  pageants  erf  the  past  as 
,-ather  sedate  annual  events  during 


suits  that  would  be  considered  very  mod¬ 
est  by  today's  standards,  there  wasn't  a  tot 
erf  controversy  swirling  around  foe  festivi¬ 
ties  or  foe  outcome  of  pageants. 

No  longer.  It  seems  every  beauty 
pageant  today  —  and  the  num¬ 
ber  has  grown  exponentially  in 
recent  decades  —  culminates  in 
some  kind  of  scandal.  From 
nude  photos  to  drug  use  to 


told  Fortenberry,  City  Policy,  which  barred  fed- 
"but  that  is  a  choice  eral  funds  from  organizations 
that  they  will  be  that  promote  or  perform  abor- 
able  to  exercise  as  tions  overseas.  He  also  has 
free,  independent,  restored  money  through  the 
American  women.  State  Department  to  the 
That's  what  I  want  United  Nations  Population 
for  all  women."  Fund,  which  had  its  congres- 

After  the  April  22  sional  funding  withdrawn  by 
hearing.  Smith  said,  the  Bush  administration  for 
"It  is  evident  that  seven  years  over  its  support  of 
Mrs.  Clinton  and  China's  coercive  population 
President  Obama  control  program, 
want  to  force  the  Smith  and  Fortenberry  also 
tragedy  of  abortion  questioned  how  Clinton  could 
upon  women  express  admiration  for  eugen- 

around  the  world,  ics  promoter  Sanger  March  27 
esDeciallv  and  when  the  Planned  Parenthood 
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leaders  want  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  protect  their 
unborn  children. 


production 


Presence 
in  Heaven’ 
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You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 


1  the  legislation  to  the 
measure  adds  "sexual 
to  the  current  classes 
ng  race,  religion,  and 
jrcement  Hate  Crimes 


itatives 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 


(I  believe  in  Jesus. 


4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on, !  want  toJua.’  ir>  a  lov 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  0 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him . 
to  Arm  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  Ids  name.  *  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
load  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


;  top  one  billion  dollars  dur-  I 
The  first  goal  in  1888  was 
ch  was  surpassed  by  giving  I 


vprif  22  letter.  Joe  Solntonese,  the  head  ot  ihe  Human 
[ts  Campaign  —  the  country's  leading  homosexual 

or  &  3  n  i  nation  —  said  idler  the  panel  $  vote.  After 
par..  and  tens  of  thousands  more  victims,  this  critical 
Nation  combating  hate  violence  is  long  overdue." 


ThHla^eirut  Baptist  Church,  the  second  Baptist  church  in  the 
city  0f  Beirut,  Lebannon,  is  organized  March  22  with  23  charter  mem¬ 
bers  and  several  persons  awaiting  baptism 


* 


> 


l* 


mm 


» « i  0 » » |T; 


some 


names  basically  everyone  to 
whom  he  is  indebted.'  For  to 
them  and  others,  he  was  saying 
that  he  would  never  get  out  of 


Conference  with  that  amazing 
and  beautiful  thought  rambling 
around  in  tny  head  and  heart 
We  who  know  the  Lord  are  for¬ 
ever  debtors 

First,  we  rat  indebted  to  Jesus 
who  loved  us  so  much  arm  woe 


Mh»..  te  searching  for 


rTl :rr7! ■  ;.iriTT.-5n 

fWKnrflK 

v  '  wPw 

*iW  fcfurn 


Col  i  i:c . i  \\t>  Si'Mi\ \kS  \i 


Immediately  after  the  Mississippi 


president  and  Smith  Auditorium  on  the 

evangelism  at  Hattiesburg  campus, 

vtission  Board  Tickets  are  55  and  may  be 

them  Baptist  purchased  at  the  door  or 

He  returned  in  advance.  Donations  are 

in  1994  and  also  appreciated.  All  pro- 

years  as  pro-  ceeds  from  die  concert 

ngelism.  will  benefit  the  Carey 

Institute  of  Fine  Arts 
College's  Scholarship  Fund.  CEFA 

ion  will  wel-  students,  as  well  as  WCU 

jia  native  Ben  students,  faculty,  and  staff 

its  new  leader  are  admitted  free.  For 

lox,  34,  is  com-  more  information  about 

duties  as  cam-  the  concert  or  the  Carey 

ter  for  the  Institute  of  Fine  Arts,  call 

Baptist  State  the  Winters  School  of 

,  a  post  he's  Music  at  (601)  318-6175. 
ugust  2005.  At  .  % 

me,  he's  also  5.  The  Mississippi  Professional 
campus  minis-  Educators  (MPE)  elected  its 

Tern  Arkansas  2009-2010  officers  and  new 

in  Magnolia  board  members  at  die  asso- 

s  associate  pas-  dation's  2009  Convention 

tits  at  Lakeside  held  April  A  at  die  Jackson 

Church  in  Hilton.  Officers  indude 
e,  Ga.  for  more  President-elect  Barry  Morris, 

before  taking  Chair  of  the  Department  of 

assignment  in  Education  at  William  Carey 

University,  and  District  8 
member  Nyfcela 
Instructional 
(gist  for  foe  Lamar 
School  District  and 
Instructor  at 
Carey  University. 


To  clarify  die  page  one  arti-  port  in  an  effort  to  allow  i 
cle  from  the  issued  April  23,  Students  to  serve,  students , 
Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  ing  overseas  raise  a  portk 
and  Semester  their  own  support  and  re 
Missionaries  are  funded  by  financial  assistance  from 
money  raised  by  Mississippi  State  Collegiate  Missions  F 
BSU  programs.  Each  BSU  in  "Students  sending  stude 
the  state  annually  sets  a  goal,  has  been  one  of  the  distil® 
and  students  give  to  nelp  ing  characteristics  of 
reach  that  goal  and  send  their  Mississippi  BSU  missions 
peers  as  student  missionaries,  gram  for  more  than  60  y 
Through  foe  State  Collegiate  Mississippi  Baptist 
MissfonsHind,  Mississippi  KHJs  through  the  Cooper 
raise  approximately  $150,000  Program  provide  BSU 
annually  to  send  student  mis-  istries  on  more  man  30  cc 
sjonaries.  Snce  1947,  BSU  stu-  campuses  across  Misrissipj 

dents  in  Mississippi  have  raised  - 

more  than  $35  million  to  send  The  letd  editorial  on 
student  missionaries,  two  of  the  Apnl  23  i 

Students  serving  in  North  should  have  included  the 
America  are  completely  sup-  ing  of  Jim  Futr»l  to  exec 
ported  by  these  funds,  they  «o  director  of  the  Missis 

not  raise  any  of  their  own  sup-  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

1 


proposes  a  plan  to  offer 
master  of  education  cours¬ 
es  at  the  Simpson  County 
campus  of  Copiah  Lincoln 
Community  College  in 
Magee  beginning  June  1. 
The  program  must  enroll 
15  students  in  order  to  be 
available.  Registration  for 
the  new  program  will  May 


2.  New  Orleans  Baptist  Universil 


County 
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ordained.  Shown,  back  row, 
are  Tommy  Myere,  Tommy 
Car  raw  ay,  and  Kenneth 
Willingham;  middle  row, 
Michael  Carter  Blister  and 
James  H.  Jackson,  Jr.;  front 
row.  Tun  Parker,  Laveme 
Summerlin,  David  Bkdlock, 


James  Earl  White, 
David  Miliican. 


5.  The  children's  choir  of 
Eacatawpa  Church,  Mom 
Point,  presented  Down  By 
the  Creek  Bank  recently. 


International  Training 
Workshop  May  15  -  16,  9 
a.m  -  5  pm.  For  informa- 


\ 
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.9.  The  children  of  County 
Line  Church,  Wayne 
County,  enjoyed  an  Easter 
egg  hunt  Apr,  11.  The  chil¬ 
dren  also  were  in-nlved 
in  collecting  change  for 
the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

10.  The  Moms  on  Mission  of 
Union  Church,  Caesar 
comrhunity,  recently  host¬ 
ed  a  hot  dog  lunch  and 

Degg  hunt  for  the  children 
ofthe  area.  Over  100  chil¬ 
dren  attended.  Shown  are 
the  moms. 

11.  The  Women  on  Mission  of 


exceeded  their  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
goal.  Shown  are  Min 
Mill  ~*r,  Rachel  Turner, 
.  Gaye  Dawn  Boyd,  and 
Doris  Thomas. 

12.  Calvary  Chntch, 

Pascagoula,  ordained  Ken 
Miller  as  deacon  Nov.  30, 
2008.  Shown  are  pastor 
Chris  Carter  and  Miller. 
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Jimmy  Dak  Grantham,  Sr„ 
was  named  as  standing  dea¬ 
con  at  Lakeside  Church, 
Hattiesburg.  He  was 

ordained  at  Emmanuel 
Church,  Gainesville,  Ga.,  and 
served  until  moving  to 
Lakeside  Church 


7.  Calvary  Church  baby  dedication 


9.  ML' 


Carmel  Church, 
will  host  the 


tioh,  call  (601)267-5717. 

Faith  Church,  Ovett,  is 
hosting  a  bluezrass  gospel 
sing  May  9,  6  p.m.  For 


more  information,  call 
(601)  425-0452. 

n  Caner,  president  of 


Seminary,  Liberty 


4.  Cedar  Grove  Church  children's  library 

H|  ;  , 
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Byram,  May  24,  10:30  ant. 
Caner  is  the  son  of  a 

Muslim  leader  in  Turkey 
and  is  the  author  of  17 

books. 
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Be  prepared  for  swine  flu  outbreak 


whether  or  not  an  individual  press  briefing,  |B) 
believes  he /she  is  infected  —  "It's  impor- 
are  simple  actions  that  can  help  tant  that  indi- 
contain  the  spread."  viduals  realize  ■ 

No  cases  of  swine  flu  had  they  have  a  Hr 

been  reported  in  Mississippi  key  role  in  Vb 

as  of  press  deadline  on  April  reducing  their 
28,  but  outbreaks  in  five  states  own  likelihood  of 
and  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  infected.  Those  are  th 
hundreds  of  deaths  in  Mexico  guidelines  for  ret 
where  the  flu  strain  is  thought  infection  (such  as) 
to  have  originated,  have  epi-  hand  washing.  If  y<  , 

demiologists  warning  that  the  have  access  to  soap  and  water,  covers  not  only  pandemics 

world  may  be  on  the  verge  of  (use)  alcohol  gel.  (Coverjyour  but  earthquakes,  tornadoes, 

a  pandemic.  cough  or  your  Sneeze.  That' s  and  hurricanes. 

A  pandemic  is  generally  very  important.  "A  copy  of  the  booklet  was 

defined  as  an  epidemic  occur-  'if  you're  sick,  and  if  you  mailed  to  every  Mississippi 

ring  over  a  very  wide  area  for  have  a  fever  and  you're  sick  Baptist  church  in  April  2008. 

an  extended  period  of  time,  or  your  children  are  sick.  Now  would  be  a  good  time  to 

crossing  international  bound-  don  t  go  to  work  and  don't  go  get  the  booklet  and  read  the 

aries  and  usually  affecting  to  school.  That  can  help  preparedness  information, 
large  numbers  of  people  reduce  the  likelihood  that  you  he  said. 

around  the  world.  The  fast  will  share  that  infection,"  The  booklet  is  available 

fnfet  pandemic  was  the  Besser  said.  online  for  individuals  at  the 

panish  flu  of  1918,  which  Didlake  said  that's  good  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
killed  40  million  people  advice  for  churchgoers,  too.  "If  I  “ 

worldwide.  you're  sick  or  think  you're 

There  have  been  a  handful  going  to  be  sick,  don't  go  to 
of  smaller  flu  pandemics 


getting  updated  its,  pandemic  plan- 
typical  nlng  during  the  bird  flu  scare 
'iratory  several  years  ago.  The  result 
cequent  was  "If  a  Disaster  Strikes,  Will 
i  don't  I  be  Prepared?,"  a  booklet  that 


Ministry 


1.  County  Line  Church,  Crystal  Springs:  181st 
anniversary.  May  17;  Sunday  School  9:45 
a.m.;  worship,  ll  am,  followed  by  covered 
dish  lunch;  Pat  Bufkin,  speaker 

1  Brush  Greek  Church,  Walnut:  Revival  May  3 
-  6;  Sun,  regular  schedule;  Mon  -  Wed,  7 
p.m.;  Ben  Parman,  speaker;  special  singing; 
Carrol  K.  Talley,  pastor. 

3.  New  Salem  Church,  McCall  Creek: 
Homecoming,  May  3, 10:30  ajn,  followed  by 
lunch,  Charles  Case  and  The  Messengers, 
worship;  Howard  Smith,  pastor. 

4.  Center  Grove  Church,  Meridian: 

Homecoming,  May  3;  services,  1030  a.m.; 
Ervin  Mooney,  speaker;  Jimmy  Culpepper; 
pastor. 

5.  Union  Hall  Church,  Brookhaven:  9. 

Homecoming  May  3;  Sunday  School  9:30 
a.m,;  worship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  Daryl  Os  ter,  speaker; 
Billy  Joe  Deer,  pastor. 


Davis,  speakers;  Greg  Spencer,  pastor. 

7.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto: 
Homecoming  May  3;  services,  10  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  special  offerings  for 
cemetery  fund  and  building  fund;  Trent 
Bilbo,  pastor. 

&  First  Church,  Blackhawk:  Homecoming 
and  revival.  May  3-6;  Sun.,  services, 
10:30  a.rri.,  followed  by  fellowship  meal; 
Promise  leading  in  worship;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Rupert  Ingram,  David  Rogers,  and 
David  Haggerty,  speakers;  Jerry  Woods, 
music;  Bryan  Burson,  pastor. 

Bunker  Hill  Church,  Columbia:  Revival 
May  3-6;  Sun.,  11  a.m  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Don  Taylor  and  Wesley  Lee, 
leaders. 


3.  The  Farrises 

Visit  us  online  at  www.mbcb.org, 
to  learn  more  about 
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Message  from  Executive  Director,  Rory  Lee— 

You  may  have  seen  a  study  released  by  the  National  Center  for 
lomeless  Families  earlier  this  spring  indicating  that  Mississippi  had  more 
ran  VI; 000  homeless  children.  Astounding!  Jflfhile  there  is  s 
ion  about  the  definition  of  'homeless",  there  can  be  no  mi 


spring  indicating  that  Mississippi  had  more 
n.  Astoundirral  While  there  is  some  discusr 


than  U,Q00  homeless  children.  Astounding!  While  there  is  some  discusr 
sion  about  the  definition  of  "homeless",  there  can  be  no  mistaking  that 
there  ore  indeed  more  than  1 1 ,000  children,  within  our  state,  iivirra  in 


gerous.  There  are  countless  families  who  are  struggling  with  severe  pover¬ 
ty  and  are  unable  to  provide  a  home  where  their  children  can  thrive  and 
grow  to  be  successful,  independent  adults. 


in  shelters,  or  some  other  tern 


,1  ft  A*.-  «.  ft  4  „■  * 

Children 


ment,  are  ta  1 
ness  and  disease  that  affects  their  health  and  hi 
dance.  Parents  who  ore  overwhelmed  with  trying 
unable  to  focus  on  education.  Consequently,  chi 


housing  arrange- 


ire  exposea  to  sick- 


O  change  schools  _  , 

that  affects  their  health  and  hinders  their  school  often- 


_  B, .  ....  „  to  provide  the  basics  are 

unable  to  focus  on  education.  Consequently,  children  and  teenagers  fall 
further  and  further  behind  and  often  drop  out  of  school,  giving  up  on  any 
hope  of  a  productive  future  for  themselves  and  their  family. 


hope  of  a  productive  future  for  themselves  and  their  famii 


This  same  study  ranked  Mississippi  41  in  50  states  for  "homeless”  children.  This  distressing  reality  is  unacceptable  in  a  state  where  so  many  resources 
are  available  through  God's  people.  Through  The  Baptist  Children's  Village,  churches  just  like  yours,  filled  with  people  just  like  yours,  have  provided  hope 
for  families  since  1897.  Our  SAFE.  Track  ensures  that  every  child  who  comes  to  our  ministry  has  a  plan  focused  on  Spiritual  Growth,  Academic 
Achievement,  Family  Values,  and  Emotional  Strength.  Parents  can  focus  on  accomplishing  necessary  goals  for  themselves  while  we  provide  quality  care  and 
unconditional  love  tor  their  children  Parents  can  retain  legal  custody  and  continue  to  be  involved  in  their  children  s  lives  even  though  they  are  physically 
separated  for  a  time,  knowing  that  this  temporary  arrangement  has  a  purpose  and  provides  opportunity  for  long  term  success  of  their  tonuty. 


Thank  you  for  continuing  to  invest  in  this  ministry  that  is  making  a  difference  for  children  and  families  in  Mississippi.  Please  help  us  reach  those  families 
in  your  community  who  are  struggling  to  be  aH  that  God  desires  them  to  be.  _  .  .  _ 
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Explore  the  Bible 

The  Invitation  is  Inclusive 

Isaiah  55:1-13 

hS.  Bowman  lowing  God  with  your 

l***"*— rnmmtmmmm  i  t  t  r  i  K£n  "  tkat 


Tha  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
raws  and  photographs  of  specteJ  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
toe  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  lor  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatty  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neetty  printed  on  standardized 
terms  provided  by  the  newspaper  Ail  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing,  no  articles 
w»  be  accepted  over  the  telephone 

News  may  be  submitted  eiectronicatty 
lo  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maH  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  wiii  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


scape-.  buNding-,  or  object-only  photographs 

m  ^ - wtl  be  primed.  News  terns  and/or  pho- 

A  V  A  >4.  ^  tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 

News  terns  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  wft  not  t»  published.  DeadNna 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
submitted  aa  a  JPEG  Me  via  after  (a)  e-mal,  requested  pubtication  date. 

<b)  three-and-a-hatf  inch  floppy  dbk,  or  (c)  CD  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wetHtfted.  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolu-  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
«on  terns  am  generally  not  pubfchatte  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Boa  530,  Jackson,  MS 
Photographs  cm  not  be  returned  Pteeee  39205-0630  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-mal: 
do  net  attach  photos  with  taps  or  atapwM.  bapttstrecwdOmbcb.org. 
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in  Florida  a 


Spring  break  to  to  typical 
college  student  means  a  week 
of  sleeping  late,  going  on  vaca¬ 
tion,  and  locking  back  end  tak¬ 
ing  it  easy.  However,  spring 
break  has  an  entirely  different 
meaning  far  a  student  involved 
in  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU). 

For  BSU  students,  spring 
break  means  “spring  break 
mission  trip!"  It  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  go  somewhere  and 
have  the  time  to  do  nothing 
but  let  God  use  them  to  share 
the  Gospel  and  be  a  servant 

The  BSU  at  Northeast 
Mississippi  Community 
College  in  Boone ville  used 
Spring  Break  '09  to  go  on  two 
mission  trips.  One  group  went 
north  to  Cedar  Rapids,  la.  The 
other  group  went  south  to 
BeachReach  at  Panama  City 
Beach,  Both  groups  had  the 
opportunity  to  focus  on  sharing 
the  Gospel  with  lost  people. 

The  Northeast  BSU  has  a  wit¬ 
ness  training  seminar  each 
February  to  trust  students  how 
to  share  the  Gospel  during  these 
mission  trips.  Students  learn 
how  to  use  a  stuvey  or  a  tract  as 
a  means  of  starting  conversa¬ 
tions  with  people  they  will  meet 

The  Cedar  Rapids  mission 
team  went  to  minister  topeople 
who  had  their  homes  flooded 


were  mined  bv  the  flood  waters,  ministry  had  a  lot 
Others  woe  mere  to  build  new  of  variety  Sy  the 
walls,  hang  sheet  rock,  and/or  end  of  the  week, 
paint  The  Northeast  team  was  each  student  had 
there  to  paint  and  share  the  the  opportunity 
Gospel  with  anyone  they  met  to  participate  in 
Ihe  Northeast  team  was  able  to  street  evange- 
get  two  houses  painted  on  the  lism,  "van  evan- 
mside  and  share  die  Goepel  gelism,"  and  wit- 
with  fellow  workers  and  Cedar  nes&ing  to  people 
Rapid*-  residents.  Students  who  as  they  ate  free 
had  newr  shared  the  Gospel  pancakes  for 
before  were  able  to  talk  to  peo-  breakfast.  They 
pie  about  what  it  means  to  nave  also  spent  time  in 
a  personal  relationship  with  the  prayer  room 
Jesus  Christ.  praying  for  those 

The  Northeast  team  was  able  mat  were  out 
to  stay  at  Northbrook  Church,  sharing  die 
one  of  only  two  Southern  GospeT 
Baptist  churches  in  Cedar  Van  evange- 
Rapids  This  church  family  lism  involved 
showed  this  team  that  hospital-  students  work- 
ity  was  not  confined  to  just  the  ing  together  to 
southern  US.  After  the  Sunday  give  Irate  van 


as  they  ate  free 
pancakes  for 
breakfast  They 
also  spent  time  in 
the  prayer  room 


southern  US.  After  the  ! 


THANK  YOU 

Editor. 

On  behalf  of  the  Gomez 
family,  we  would  like  to  extend 
our  appreciation  to  you, 
Mississippi  Baptists,  for  the 
Christian  love  to  many  of  you 
have  extended  toward  us  smee 
Gregory's  heavenly  homecom¬ 
ing  on  July  5, 2008.  Your  accep¬ 
tance  of  our  son  as  one  of  your 
very  own  has  touched  us  in 
such  a  special  way.  Your 
thoughts  and  prayers  through 
cards,  telephone  calls,  e-mails, 
and  Facebook  comments  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  of  tremendous  com¬ 
fort  and  strength  for  us. 

Even  though  we  may  not 
know  many  of  you  and  we  are 
citizens  of  two  different 
states,  we  are  assured  of  out 
common  bond  as  citizens  of 
God's  heavenly  kingdom  and 
look  forward  to  being  reunit¬ 
ed  with  our  precious  Gregory 
one  day.  Until  then,  let  us 
continue  proclaiming  the 
Good  News  of  Salvation  until 
He  comes  for  us  again. 

Greg  and  Elida  Gomez  III 

Glen  Carbon,  II. 

Editor's  note:  Gregory  Gomez 
l/V, a  22-year-oid  recent  graduate 


on  juiy  5/1008,  while  serving  as 
a  student  summer  missionary. 


surrounded  by  families  wanti¬ 
ng  to  invite  them  over  for  a 
meal.  The  team  was  able  to 
spend  time  with  four  of  the 
families  as  they  shared  meals 
together  throughout  the  week. 
Team  members  were  asked  to 
share  their  personal  testimonies 
by  almost  every  family. 

All  these  Iowa  families  were 
wonderful  examples  of  what  it 
means  for  Christ  to  be  Lord  of  a 
home.  One  family  even  invited 
die  Northeast  team  to  come  to 
their  FEMA  trailer  to  eat  supper 
with  them.  They  were  so  will¬ 
ing  to  give  of  what  they  had 
even  though  they  had  been  dis¬ 
placed  from  their  home. 

The  group  that  participated 
in  BeacnReach  worked  with 
approximately  440  other  BSU 
students  from  approximately 
twenty-five  other  colleges.  Their 


FAST,  PRAY 

Editor: 

Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  an 
address  to  the  nation  during 
the  Civil  war  that  was  at  least 
as  important  as  the 
Gettysburg  Address.  It  was 
his  proclamation  for  a  nation¬ 
al  fast-day,  by  which  he  did 
designate  and  set  Thursday, 
Apm  30,  1863,  as  a  day  of 
national  humiliation,  fasting, 
and  prayer. 

How  ironic  »  it  that  April 
30,  2Gd9,  foils  on  a  Thursday? 
Wouldn't  it  be  an  amazing 
thing  for  you  and  me  as  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ  to  set  aside 
Thursday,  April  30,  2009,  as  a 
day  of  humiliation,  fasting, 
ana  prayer  fen*  our  nation? 

I  am  asking  us  as  a  body  of 
believers  to  set  aside 
Thursday,  April  30,  2009,  as  a 
day  to  fast  and  pray  for  our 
country.  We,  the  body  of 
believers  of  Petal- Harvey 
Church,  are  dedaring  April 
30  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
for  our  nation,  wfe  are  in  a 
desperate  need  of  a  move  of 
God  and  an  outpouring  of  His 
Holy  Spirit  on  our  churches 
and  nation. 

If  it  is  going  to  start  it  first 
must  start  with  God'f,  people 
—  you  and  me.  We  would  like 
to  challenge  our  area  of 
believers  to  join  with  us  on 


Van  evange¬ 
lism  involved 
students  work¬ 
ing  together  to 
give  free  van 
rides  to  stu¬ 
dents  that 
called  in  asking 
for  a  ride.  .£4 
Students  who 
rode  in  the  back 
of  the  van  had 
the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  sharing 
Christ  with  stu¬ 
dents  getting  the  free  ride. 

Each  day  the  BeachReach 
team  worked  together  to  cook  a 
free  pancake  breakfast  for 
approximately  1000  students. 
Some  cooked,  some  cleaned  up, 
and  some  talked  to  people  about 
Christ  as  they  ate  breakfast. 

"BeachReach  '09  was  to 
awesome!  This  trip  might  even 
be  ti»e  best  mission  trip  in 
which  I  have  ever  been  awe  to 
be  a  part  God  worked  in  many 
ways  that  I  didn't  even  expect 
ana  used  us  to  glorify  Himself 


this  special  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  for  our  nation.  Please 
read  2  Chibnicles  7:14  as  we 
fast  and  pray  on  the  30th. 


PRAYER  TIME 

Editor. 

I  would  like  to  ask  why  we 
as  Mississippi  Baptists  and 
the  entire  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  have  not  set  aside 
a  week  or  day  of  prayer  for 
our  nation?  This  is  such  a  crit¬ 
ical  time  in  our  lives  and 
everybody  is  hurting  in  many 
ways  over  the  economic  situa¬ 
tion.  I  feel  we  should  band 
together  and  seek  God's  help 


get  better. 

Sibyl  Gordy 

"V-RSSfiT  Hr / 


LOW  PROFILE 

Editor. 

This  is  written  in  response 
to  Pastor  Joey  Barnard's  com¬ 
ment  on  some  Southern 
Baptist  Congressm  en's  silence 
on  tiie  abortion  issue.  < 

Pastor  Barnard,  please  be 
aware  that  whenever  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress  takes  a  stand 


and  enlarge  His  kingdom. 

“The  most  awesome  bless¬ 
ing  I  received  was  just  having 
people  on  the  vans  pour  out 
their  hearts  to  me  and  God 
allowing  me  to  share  His  love 
with  them.  Twenty-three  peo¬ 
ple  were  saved  as  a  result  of 
Bus  week.  God  is  so  good," 
said  Clay  Taylor,  a  Northeast 
graduate  from  Corinth. 

When  both  mission  teams  left 
Boone  ville,  one  group  took 
Highway  45  North,  and  the 
other  took  Highway  45  South  — 


and  verbally  condemns  abor¬ 
tion  or  puts  a  statement  in 
writing  to  that  effect,  they 
give  the  opposition  talking 
points  and  earns  them  out  of 
state  contributions  to  run 
against  them  and  put  them 
out  of  office. 

I  ask  you,  would  you 
rather  have  our  fellow 
Southern  Baptiste  legislators 
be  vocal  and  be  voted  out  of 
office,  or  be  low  profile  and 
cast  a  very  influential  vote 
when  it  counts  tire  most? 

that  have  the  courage  hfput  it 
all  on  tiie  line  to  run  for  elec¬ 
tive  office.  f  raMve  that  they 
will  do  the  right  tiring  when  it 
counts  the  most!  d 

Edward  Williamson  f 


but  both  groups  encountered 
people  that  needed  to  hear  tiie 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  God  used 
tiie  Northeast  BSvU  to  provide 
students  an  opportunity  to  get 
out  of  their  comfort  zone  and 

v _ **  « _ _  * _ _ .1 


thank  all  the  churd  *s  and  associ¬ 
ations  that  provide  financial  and 
prayer  support.  Through  this 
continued  support  students  will 
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the  Editor 

Unsigned  tetters  wd  not  be  prin  ted  i 
mukhcopy  or  form  Utters  wt  be  used 

Uch  concspondent  rmw  Include  an  adtbeu 
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Fort  Carson,  Co. 


DEATH  ON  DEMAND 

Editor: 

We're  seeing  assisted  sui¬ 
cide  activism  aimed  at 
seniors,  the  message  being 
that  as  our  years  increase,  our 
dignity  and  value  decrease. 
The  ultimate  goal  is  death-on- 
demand  for  anyone,  for  any 
reason. 

Mrs,  Juarez  Johnson 

Jackson 


tetters  must  be  limited  to  156  words, 
correspondence  is  svbfectto  editing 

Correspondents  should  refrain  bom  per-  \ 
ion*/  attacks  The  opinions  expressed  in 
tetters  to  the  editor  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  «nw  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

Mo  more  than  one  letter  from  any  kuti- 
vidua!  mb  be  printed  during  a  three- 
month  period. 

When  In  the  lodgement  of  the  edkor  a 
given  issue  has  received  sufficient  atten¬ 
tion ,  correspondence  dealing  with  *  writ 
no  longer  be  published  and  a  notice  rM- 
be  primed  to  that  effect. 
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